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Child Welfare Emergency Assistance Act 

“The Child Welfare Emergency 
Assistance Act, filed by Senators 
Brown, Harris, Casey and Cortez 
Masto is designed to provide flexible, 
emergency aid for key child welfare 
programs to help stabilize children, 
young people and families in crisis 
while encouraging communities to 
work in partnership with and learn 
from people with relevant lived 
experiences”.  


[Note: The legislation reportedly is 
intended to be added to COVID 
Stimulus funding legislation]


The introductory legislation states: “The COVID-19 public health emergency has 
devastated communities, leaving families mourning the loss of loved ones and 
vulnerable children without caregivers. The unprecedented financial stress, social 
isolation, and abrupt changes to daily life necessary to preserve health and safety will 
require additional support for children and families. In the midst of a national health 
crisis, we must protect the more than 400,000 young people in foster care and ensure 
young people do not age out of foster care in the middle of this crisis, increasing the 
likelihood they will experience homelessness. Without swift interventions, pervasive 
systemic child welfare challenges— including the overrepresentation of children of 
color, economic uncertainty for kinship caregivers and older youth, caseworker 
recruitment and retention, as well as poverty-driven calls for help— will only get worse.


Among other things, the Child Welfare Emergency Assistance Act would devote $2 
billion to enable state and tribal child welfare agencies to provide families, kinship 
caregivers, and young people with a broad range of support services, including 
assistance for transportation, housing, and utility payments. Welfare agencies could 
also use this funding to expand adoption promotion and support services, or to hire, 
train and support caseworkers to conduct safe in-person home visits, including the 
purchase of personal protective equipment and technology.
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There are a myriad of other programs costing millions of dollars to provide, but the 
largest category is to provide $500 million for the John H. Chafe Foster Care 
Independence Program to ensure young people have access to supports, such as 
housing, food, and cash assistance, and allow more of the funds to cover housing 
costs for foster care youth. Funds could also be used for education and training 
vouchers, which help young people cover the cost of education.


Elsewhere in the News - CHAMPS 
Report [published in June 2020] - “CHAMPS review 
analyzed 42 states’ Foster and Adoptive Parent Diligent 
Recruitment  Plans covering FYs 2020-2024”. 


[Background: CHAMPS, which stands for Children Need 
Amazing Parents, is a policy campaign focused at the 
state and federal levels on promoting high quality foster 
parenting…”]


Of note, according to the report, in the 42 states 
reviewed: “With few exceptions noted in the report, 
most plans lacked evidence that high-level leaderships within and across 
agencies were engaged in support of foster parent recruitment and retention. 
Similarly, only a few plans included a comprehensive approach to creation of a 
sustainable agency-wide recruitment and retention infrastructure. States that  
made use of technical assistance resources developed by national organizations such 
as the former National Resource Center on Diligent Recruitment at AdoptUSKids 
tended to have more thoughtful comprehensive plans.”                        


The Challenge Before Us 

So, what challenges has the coronavirus pandemic presented for key child welfare 
programs?  Obviously, the pandemic is a variable contributing difficulty for both 
recruitment and retention of foster parents. 


In terms of child abuse and neglect issues, children across the nation have been out of 
school environments since mid-March.  Although the numbers of abuse/neglect reports 
have dropped during this period of time, it is thought to under- reporting rather than an 
accurate assessment.  Children have not been in settings where they could be noticed 
by adults who regularly make child abuse reports such as teachers and school 
counselors.  When schools open for the 20-21 school year, it is anticipated that reports 
will go back up. 
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Reportedly, 45.7 million people have filed for unemployment benefits during the 
pandemic.  Of that number, more than 25 million Americans currently drawing 
unemployment forfeit the additional $600 per week payments from the Federal 
Pandemic Unemployment Compensation program set to expire at the end of this 
month.


Unemployment and loss of income are huge stress factors for families.  As is always 
the case, abuse issues escalate in those kinds of circumstances. While I support the 
notion that children should not be removed from their home unless it is absolutely 
crucial to ensure their health and safety, I have concerns that the COVID crisis will be 
an impetus for the additional need for out-of-home placement for children at risk.


Currently, unless the numbers have changed, the majority of states are still operating 
on a variance from FFPSA until September 31, 2021, primarily because of lack of 
appropriate foster family homes or kinship care resources for children currently needing 
non-treatment related services in out of home care.  


As mentioned, the recent CHAMPS report assesses the majority of states don’t have a 
sustainable agency-wide foster care recruitment and retention infrastructure. 
Historically, kinship care has been considered more desirable than foster care. 
Consequently, increased resources to compensate kinship care families may not result 
in optimum resources to meet the need.


The Need for a United Voice 
While I’m not opposed to any of the provisions identified in the Child Welfare Emer-
gency Assistance Act, it is my belief that a critical need related to the COVID crisis is 
being overlooked. It has to do with the dwindling supply of foster homes and the lack 
of residential resources to care for children.


The cottage home model of care, with live-in cottage parents, has been equated 
in some states as a least restrictive setting along with foster care. 


As a members of an organization, representing agencies exercising the highest 
degree of professionalism and best practice, it is incumbent on us to do what 
we can to orchestrate legislative awareness and sanction to capably provide for 
the needs of children and families from hard places.


The foster home shortage, coupled with the expected surge of children needing foster 
care due to the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on families, will overload child wel-
fare systems across the United States and reduce their capacity to care for foster chil-
dren in family-like settings. Cottage home care fills the void when a foster home is not 
available. However, current statutes prevent the use of federal funds for more than 15 
days for placements except family foster care and four other specified settings for 
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placement (qualified residential treatment programs, programs for pregnant and par-
enting teens independent living programs for foster care youth 18 years of age or older; 
and youth who are victims or at risk of becoming sex trafficking victims).


An Unapologetic Legislative Ask:  

[Feel free to share the following information with your Legislative contacts] 

Ensuring Placement Resources During the COVID-19 Pandemic


“The Foster Care Housing Crisis’, a report published by The Chronicle of Social Change 
in October 2017 projected "a continued increase in the number of children in foster care, 
as well as a concurrent shortfall in the number of foster homes to accommodate them." 
This report found: "At least half of the states in the U.S. have seen their foster care capac-
ity decrease between 2012 and 2017. Either these states have fewer beds and more foster 
youth, or any increase in beds has been dwarfed by an even greater increase in foster 
children and youth."

In July 2020, The Chronicle of Social Change cited a new report from Children Need 
Amazing Parents (CHAMPS) that found that the coronavirus pandemic is making re-
cruitment and retention of foster parents more difficult; and only a few states have a "sus-
tainable agency-wide recruitment and retention infrastructure."

The foster home shortage coupled with the expected surge of children needing foster care 
due to the impact of the coronavirus pandemic on families, will overload child welfare 
systems across the United States and reduce their capacity to care for foster children in 
family-like settings. Cottage home care fills the void when a foster home is not available. 
However,  current statutes prevent the use of federal funds for more than 15 days for 
placements  except  family  foster  care  and  four  other  specified  settings  for  placement 
(qualified residential treatment programs, programs for pregnant and parenting teens in-
dependent living programs for foster care youth 18 years of age or older; and youth who 
are victims or at risk of becoming sex trafficking victims).

Legislative Remedy

Amend Section 472 of the Social Security Act by adding cottage home care as the fifth 
specified setting for placement eligible for federal funds. A cottage home is defined as a 
licensed living arrangement for foster children who live in a single-family style residence 
under the care of live-in caregivers. No more than two children may share a bedroom.
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A Word of Regret and SAVE 
THE DATE - April 20-22, 2021 

It was a person of wisdom who said: “Plan 
for the Best, but keep your options open. 
As you might suspect, the 2020 CORE 
Conference Committee and CORE Board 
has purposefully delayed decisions re-
garding the conference due to the uncer-
tainty and viability of the conference actu-
ally taking place as planned in October 
2020.

 


The CORE board met last week and made the decision to postpone this year’s 
scheduled conference until April 20-22, 2021.  The conference theme will remain 
the same: “Empower – Get Equipped!” The folks at Mooseheart Child City and 
School have graciously agreed to host the conference on their campus in April 
2021.


Please know that the decision to delay the conference represents a disappoint-
ment for all of us.  We briefly considered changing the conference format to an 
electronic presentation, but felt that the interpersonal relationships and opportu-
nities to connect are highlights that make our annual conference unique. Conse-
quently, we believe the judgment call to delay the conference serves the mem-
bership best. 
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